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MAY 9, 2023



AGENDA
PRESENTATION 
 Introduction
 About the Plan
 Planning Process 
 Public Engagement Highlights 
 Goals & Objectives 

ACTIVITY  
 Goals & Objectives 
 Comments 
 Open Discussion & Questions 



INTRODUCTIONS & KEY PERSONNEL 

KAITLIN MILLS
Community Planner

TIM STAUB, AICP
Project Manager & Planner

DOUGLAS MAISEY
Planner

BOB THOMAS, AIA, AICP
Principal

STEPHANIE MILEWSKI, RLA, ASLA
Senior Project Manager



SUBCONSULTANTS

Administration, 
Maintenance & 

Personnel 
Review, Analysis and 
Recommendations 

Trails & Connectivity
Review, Analysis and 
Recommendations 



COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Brian Barrett 

Eileen Mottola 

Michelle Alvare

Jamie Jilozian

Peter Puglionesi 

Rich Kerr 

Gail Farally-Semerad 

Ben Vaughan 

Paul Davit

David Chanin



ABOUT 
THE PLAN 



WHAT IS A PARK, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE PLAN?

Develops A township wide vision specifically for township owned parks, 
recreation facilities, open spaces and trails. 

Evaluates existing conditions and community needs, considers trends, 
analyzes growth projections and develops recommendations for park needs, 
improvements, maintenance, programming, connectivity, open space 
management and potential acquisition.

The recommendations will help provide a basis for local decision making and 
support grant applications for funding which will help implement the plan.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 



Comprehensive 
Plan

Parks, 
Recreation & 
Open Space 

Plan

Park 
Master Site 

Plan 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

30,000 – foot view 10,000 – foot view 1,000– foot view 

Haverford Township Comprehensive 
Plan 

Haverford Township Park, 
Recreation & Open Space Plan 

Brookline Park 
Master Site Plan 



PROJECT GOAL 
Develop a comprehensive and implementable 

plan for parks, recreation, trails and open spaces 
within the township 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 



PROJECT PROGRESS
Site Visits 

Public Engagement 
- Key Person Interviews 
- Open Houses 
- Online Surveys 
- Committee Meetings 

Draft Goals & Objectives 

Draft Report

Final Report – Anticipated in August 2023



PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 
HIGHLIGHTS 



ONLINE SURVEY #1



2,835 Responses 
-2,771 Residents (98%)
-64 non-residents 

ONLINE SURVEY #1



24%
Of responses 

identified a 
trail 

1

3 4
CREC / RESERVE PADDOCK PARK

GRANGE FIELDMERRY PLACE

FAVORITE PARK, TRAIL OR OPEN SPACE 

ONLINE SURVEY #1

2



DRIVE
48%

WALK
48%

BIKE
4%

WHEEL
<1%

FAMILY
25%

KID(S)
21%

MYSELF
21%

PARTNER
15%

FRIEND(S)
7%

DOG(S)
4%

GRANDKID(S)
4%

NEIGHBOR(S)
1%

HOW DO YOU GET THERE? 

WHO DO YOU GO WITH? 

ONLINE SURVEY #1



ONLINE SURVEY #1

TRAILS TREES & NATURE PLAYGROUND

WATEROPEN SPACE FIELDS

21 3

4 5 6

BEST FEATURES



KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS



PERSON INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED 
 Parks and Recreation Maintenance
 Friends of Haverford Trails 
 Youth Sports Organizations 
 Tree Tenders & Shade Tree Commission
 Civic Groups
 Senior Groups
 Darby Creek Valley Association
 Parks and Rec Board
 Trail Users 
 Adult Sports Groups

KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS 



OPEN HOUSE #1



 44 attendees signed-in 
 Nearly 250 comments 
 Most used parks or amenities were: 

- Trails – Darby Creek Trail & Pennsy Trail 
- The CREC / Haverford Reserve 

 Most liked parks or amenities 
- Merwood Park  
- The CREC / Haverford Reserve 

 Many people noted that they enjoyed the existing open 
/ natural spaces, but it was also noted that they would 
like to see more of these spaces including shade

 Many people noted that they enjoyed the existing trails 
but would like to see more of them, including trail 
connections along the creek(s)

OPEN HOUSE #1 HIGHLIGHTS 



VISION & GOALS HIGHLIGHTS 
 Focus on making the existing spaces, safe, and accessible while 

enhancing and maintaining amenities 

 Create a larger trail network with connections to community 
amenities 

 Create connection between neighborhoods, parks and trails that 
are pedestrian and bike friendly 

 Green spaces that support the environment and people's health 

 Increased bicycle infrastructure 

 Increase the open space and tree canopy in the Township 

 Increased staff and funding to maintain and improve amenities

OPEN HOUSE #1 HIGHLIGHTS 



OPEN HOUSE #2



 53 attendees signed-in 
 About 56 additional comments

OPEN HOUSE #2 HIGHLIGHTS 

AMENITIES # %
Rest Rooms 30 13.4%
Shade, Trees & Native Plantings 30 13.4%
Second Turf Field 29 12.9%
Walking Paths 29 12.9%
Field Maintenance 23 10.3%
Repair Existing Amenities 21 9.4%
Update Playgrounds 20 8.9%
Skate Park 13 5.8%
Environmental Learning Opportunities 10 4.5%
Accessible Amenities 10 4.5%
Water Fountains 8 3.6%
Skate / Roller Hockey 1 0.4%



VISION & PRIORITIES
TRAILS & CONNECTIVITY – 68 TOTAL VOTES 

PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES – 57 TOTAL VOTES

OPEN SPACE – 33 TOTAL VOTES

PROGRAMMING – 33 TOTAL VOTES 

MAINTENANCE – 27 TOTAL VOTES 

OPEN HOUSE #2 HIGHLIGHTS 



ONLINE SURVEY #2



 1,010 Respondents 
- 91% of Respondents were Township Residents

 Only 10 % of respondents attended one or 
both of the previous Open Houses

 58% of respondents completed the first 
online survey  

ONLINE SURVEY #2 



GRANGE FIELD

ONLINE SURVEY #2 
PARK OR TRAIL YOU VISIT MOST 

1 2

3 4
HAVERFORD RESERVE PADDOCK PARK

PENNSY TRAIL

18%
Of responses 

identified a park or 
trail they do not 

use for a specific 
reason  



ONLINE SURVEY #2 

PLAYGROUND

1

TRAILS

2 4

OTHER

3
WHY DO YOU VISIT THAT PARK OR TRAIL MOST?

HOW DO YOU FEEL THE MAINTENANCE IS AT THIS PARK?

4% 8% 23% 37% 28%

FIELDS



ONLINE SURVEY #2 

WHAT ARE THE TOP 3 ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
ADDRESSED OR ADDED AT THIS LOCATION?

 Other – 37% 

 Seating & Tables – 27%

 Restrooms – 25% 

 New Playground Equipment – 25%

Note: Select Multiple Question - Percentage of the # of Respondents 



ONLINE SURVEY #2 

DOES ANYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD CURRENTLY UTILIZE ANY OF 
THE TOWNSHIP’S PARKS AND RECREATION PROGRAMMING? 

 Yes – 59%  No – 41% 

WHAT PROGRAMS DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN?

Youth Sports – 48% Summer Camps – 38% Adult Fitness Classes – 20%  

Note: Select Multiple Question - Percentage of the # of Respondents 



GOALS & OBJECTIVES



GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
 Identified a draft Goals & Objectives

 Organized by Plan Topic Areas

 Utilized feedback from Conversations 
with Township Staff,  Public Meetings, 
Key Person Interviews, and Steering 
Committee Meetings 



PROGRAMMING 
1. Continue to evaluate, update, and improve programming options and the

facilities that aid in these programming opportunities.

2. Expand passive recreation programming opportunities.

3. Develop an Art in the Park program to engage local artists.

4. Celebrate neighborhoods.

5. Improve the reservation system for scheduling field usage.



OPEN SPACE & NATURAL RESOURCES 
1. Explore ways to protect and enhance open space lands and stream corridors.

2. Provide opportunities to connect with nature.

3. Partner with local organizations to support open space management efforts.

4. Increase, preserve, manage, and protect the Township’s tree canopy.



TRAILS & CONNECTIVITY 
1. Develop a walking and biking network to provide a safe place for recreation, non-motorized

travel, increased community connectivity, and access to community amenities.

2. Expand and enhance the trail and greenway network to provide a safe place for recreation,
increased community connectivity, and access to community amenities.

3. Provide safe, sustainable, multimodal recreation and transportation options for people of all
abilities.

4. Improve and enhance trail related resources and amenities within the Township.

5. Form a Trails and Connectivity citizen-led group focused on increased opportunities for
active transportation improvements within the Township.



PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES 
1. Update and enhance the Townships existing facilities.

2. Incorporate nature into the existing parks.

3. Create welcoming spaces and places for social interactions.



MAINTENANCE 
1. Mitigate litter and vandalism.

2. Prioritize maintenance throughout all Township Parks.

3. Provide low maintenance amenity alternatives.

4. Maintain trails in a safe and sustainable condition.



TONIGHT’S ACTIVITIES



GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
 Review the Goals & 

Objectives Handout 

 Use your 5 Stickers to Identify 
which Goals you feel are most 
important, and/or should be 
prioritized 

 Index Cards are available for 
additional comments 



“TOP 15”
 Identified a draft “Top 15” for Trails 

and Connectivity Improvements or 
Projects 

 Range from Planning and Design 
Projects for Trails, to Bike Lanes 
and Intersection Improvements 

 Utilized feedback from Public 
Meetings, Key Person Interviews, 
and Steering Committee Meetings 



“TOP 15” 
 Review the “Top 15” Map and 

their Descriptions 

 Use your 3 tickets to Identify 
which of the “Top 15” you feel 
are most important, and/or 
should be prioritized 

 Index Cards are available for 
additional comments 

1



THANK YOU!
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