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HAVERFORD TOWNSHIP POLICE 

DEPARTMENT  

OPERATIONS MANUAL 
  

Issue Date 

March 2023 
Review Date 

March 2024 
Directive Number 

4.16.1 
Accreditation Index: 4.16.1 Rescinds: 

none 

Chapter: Four – Legal Mandates Section:  

Chief of Police: John F. Viola              

SUBJECT:  DEATH IN CUSTODY REPORTING ACT (DCRA) 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide sworn officers the procedure for reporting 

the death of a subject in police custody. 

II. POLICY 

It is the policy of the Haverford Township Police Department for members to 

comply with the federal Death in Custody Reporting Act (DCRA) of 2013. A 

reportable death is defined as “the death of any person who is detained, under 

arrest, or is in the process of being arrested, is en route to be incarcerated, or is 

incarcerated at a municipal or county jail, State prison, State-run boot camp 

prison, boot camp prison that is contacted out by the State, any State or local 

contract facility, or other local or State correctional facility (including any 

juvenile facility).” Public Law No: 113-242 (12/18/2014).  

(PLEAC 4.16.1) 

 

III. PROCEDURES 

 

1.  In the event of the death of a prisoner in custody, the on duty sergeant shall notify 

the Duty Lieutenant. 

a)  The circumstances include any of the following involving any 

person in the custody of Haverford Police Department who 



Haverford Township Police 

Operations Manual – Directive 4.16.1 
2 

1. is detained 

2. is under arrest 

3. is in the process of being arrested 

4. is enroute to be incarcerated at a correctional facility,     

    including any juvenile facility 

 

2.  The sergeant shall record the following information 

a)  the name, gender, race, ethnicity and age of the deceased 

b)  the date, time, and location of death 

c)  a brief description of the circumstances surrounding the death 

 

3.   The Duty Lieutenant will ensure the Death in Custody Reporting Act Form is        

completed (see appendix 1)   

 

4.  The Duty Lieutenant will ensure the form is emailed to ra-dic@pa.gov. within 15 

days after the end of the quarter. 

a)  A reportable death occurring between October 1st to December 31st    

shall be submitted by January 15th 

b)  A reportable death occurring between January 1st to March 31st 

shall be submitted by April 15th 

c)  A reportable death occurring between April 1st and June 30th shall 

be submitted by July 15th 

d)  A reportable death occurring between July 1st to September 30th 

shall be reported by October 15th 

5. If needed, additional guidance in completing the form can be found on the PCCD 

website at the following address:  

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/criminaljustice/Pages/Death-in-Custody-Reporting.aspx 

 

BY ORDER OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE 
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